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The Town of Bowers
3357 Main St. 
Frederica, DE   19946
(302) 572-9000
bowersbeach.delaware.gov
TOWN COUNCIL WORKGROUP MINUTES

The meeting was called to order at 6:03 pm on April 19, 2021 by Mayor Ada Puzzo.  Council members present: Shirley Pennington, Wayne Irons, Marty Manning (Zoom), and Bob McDevitt (Zoom).  Barrett Edwards, Legal Counsel for the Town attended via Zoom.

Others attending on Zoom:  Jeff Liberto, Ray Shore, and Judy Martin.

Mayor Ada reminded those attending that there will not be any public comments allowed.  If a resident has something that they want to address they must let the Secretary or Mayor know 10 days prior to our regular meeting.
These workgroup sessions will take place every third Monday and will last one hour only.

Mayor Ada Puzzo:  Started with a list of ideas of things to work on.
1)  Budget - The town doesn't bring in enough money to do any more than we are doing currently.
2) Town Clerk - would like to have a part time person to help with the collecting of taxes, etc.  We could make a walk up window at the museum.
3)  Maintenance Person - This may also be a possible part time position to help with the parks, drainage issues such as on Church street, and the check valve.
4)  Eventually we will need to maintain the town roads and we will need additional funding to do so.
5)  Council needs to discuss what the planning committee should do.
6)  The Zoning book needs to be updated and this is something that Barrett needs to be involved in so he can advise us as to the language to use and how to enforce.
7)  AARP$ - the most was $190,000.00 over 2 years.  Up to 75% of January 2020 budget was.  We need to review the rules.

Vice-Mayor Wayne Irons:  Said that he will be helping the fire company with the installation of the Life Rings on Saturday at 9am pending the weather.  All are welcome to come and help.

Mayor Ada Puzzo:  The town has been put on notice that the family of the two drowning victims plan to file a lawsuit.  We should create an ordinance that if someone wants to sue us we need to have a time line and set a limit.  The general statute of limitations could be incorporated as well.

Secretary Shirley Pennington:  Said that if we hire part time employees we will need to find a way to pay them.  If the town clerk could collect the taxes that would save us some money.  Additionally if we put the cost of trash removal on the residents that would be a source of income as well.  We could have a council member collect the money for trash removal on a quarterly basis until we had the funds to hire the clerk.  Additional there could also be a discussion about raising taxes as a means of income for the town.

Council Member Bob McDevitt:  There was a discussion about having more enforcement on the beach and the docks.  There have been fires, drinking, and stealing.  The Delaware State Police are currently only here on a monthly basis.  He suggests meeting with the Captain at Troop 3 to discuss options.

Mayor Ada said maybe we need to look into having our own town police presence and we could look into the cost as well as the laws for the State of Delaware.

Barrett said that a town officer would have the authority to enforce our laws.  We would then have to consider the cost of a vehicle plus equipment that would be needed.  We could also contract with the State Police and ask for certain times for them to be in town such as some Friday or Saturday nights Memorial Day through Labor Day

Treasurer Marty Manning:  Do people actually want additional enforcement?  Mayor Ada said that there were concerns with people doing wrong on the beach, the dock, etc.  Marty said to remember that it cost money to have DSP in town and we don't break even on the money we receive for violations.

Secretary Shirley Pennington:  Commented that we are still pressing forward with the letters concerning the channel dredging.  Mayor Ada said that we need to continue and also send emails and make phone calls as well.

Mayor Ada Puzzo:  Just wanted to remind everyone that the Special Olympics will be using the Bocce Ball Courts for practice on Mondays.

Council Member Bob McDevitt:  Just wanted to let everyone know that the Sons of Italy will be here on April 28th and will be using the Bocce Court.


NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Shirley Pennington, seconded by Wayne Irons to adjourn the meeting at 6:52 pm. Motion Carried.
The next town meeting will be held on May 17, 2021 starting at 7:00 pm at Town Hall.  Town residents may join via zoom

Respectfully submitted,

Shirley A. Pennington
Secretary
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